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1. SUMMARY. COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY PANAMANIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
RELATIONS OCTOBER 4 APPEARD IN PANAMA CITY NEWSPAPERS MORNING 
OCTOBER 5. COMMUNIQUE ACCUSES U.S. OF VIOLATING INTERNATIONAL 
LAW BY DETAINING A SHIP BEING OPERATED BY ANOTHER SOVERIGN 
STATE. IT ALSO ALLEGED THAT THE U.S. HAD EXCEEDED ITS RIGHTS 
CONCERNING THE CANAL WHICH WERE LIMITED TO THE PURPOSES 
RELATED DIRECTLY TO THE CANAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF COMMUNIQUE FOLLOWS: 

"THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA HAS LEARNED 
THAT THE AUTHORITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
TRIED TO STOP THE SHIP "MARBLE ISLAND" WHICH WAS SAILING 
UNDER A SOMALI FLAG AND CHARTERED BY THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT ON 
OCTOBER 1 OF THIS YEAR, AND THAT ON OCTOBER 2 THEY DETAINED THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 05414 051506Z 

SHIP "EL IMIAS" WHICH IS OWNED BY THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT, IN 
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THE WATERS OF GATUN LAKE AS A RESULT OF A LEGAL ACTION FILED 
BY CERTAIN CHILEAN ENTERPRISES IN A U.S. FEDERAL COURT. 

"IT IS A UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLE OF PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW 
THAT PUBLIC FOREIGN VESSELS ARE EXEMPT FROM LOCAL JURISDICTION 
AND THEREFORE ENJOY IMMUNITY. THIS IS A GENERAL PRINCIPLE 
OF FRIENDLY AND COOPERATIVE RELATIONS BETWEEN STATES WHOSE 
APPLICATION EXTENDS TO SHIPS WHICH ARE STATE OWNED AND EVEN TO 
PRIVATE VESSELS CHARTERED BY A STATE AND THE VIOLATION OF THIS 
PRINCIPLE GOES AGAINST THE FUNDAMENTAL NORMS OF INTERNATIONAL 
LAW. SHIPS OPERATED BY A CUBAN STATE AGENCY FALL UNDER THIS 
CATEGORY AND THEREFORE ARE NOT SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES, WHICH ONLY HAS LIMITED RIGHTS CONNECTED WITH THE 
CANAL'S SPECIFIC PURPOSE. AND THEY SHOULD NOT BE DETAINED. 

"EVENTS OF THIS KIND UNDOUBTEDLY WORRY ALL THOSE WHO USE 
THE PANAMA CANAL, AS THEIR ACCESS TO THE WATERWAY MAY BE 
INVALIDATED, AND CONFIRM THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S REASONS FOR 
STATING AT THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, WHILE REFERRING TO THE 
CANAL ZONE, THAT THE JURISDICTION WHICH THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA 
DEMANDS AS AN APPROPRIATE EXPRESSION OF ITS TERRITORIAL 
SOVEREIGNTY CONTAINS IN ITSELF THE HIGHEST GUARANTEE THAT THE 
MARITIME ROUTE WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND TRANSIT AND THE PRESERVATION OF PEACE 
AND WORLD SECURITY. "FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA, 
WHICH HAS A PRIMORDIAL INTEREST IN THE CONTINUOUS, SECURE, 

AND EFFICIENT OPERATION OF THE INTEROCEANIC WATERWAY, THE 
DETENTION BY U.S. AUTHORITES OF PUBLIC FOREIGN VESSELS IN 
TRANSIT THROUGH THE CANAL ASSUMES EXTREMELY SERIOUS PROPORTIONS. 
FOR THAT REASON, IT CONSIDERS THAT ACTIONS WHICH VIOLATE THE 
IMMUNITY OF PUBLIC FOREIGN VESSELS AND ARE CONTRARY TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL RULES AGGREED ON FOR THE PANAMA CANAL RULES 
WHICH STIPULATE THAT THE WATERWAY WILL BE OPEN FOR NAVIGATION 
BY MERCHANT AND WAR VESSELS OF ALL NATIONS UNDER CONDITIONS OF 
COMPLETE EQUALITY - SHOULD BE AVOIDED. IT ALSO NOTES THAT SUCH 
ACTIONS, WHICH DISRUPT GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN STATES, ARE APART 
FROM THE NORMAL MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION OF THE CANAL, AND IT 
EXPRESSES ITS PROTEST AND COMPLETE DISAGREEMENT WITH THESE 
ACTIONS." 

3. COMMENT. WE NOTE THAT GOP IN 1972 REQUESTED USG TO NOTIFY IT 
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WHENEVER SHIPS SEIZED IN CZ WATERS WERE TO BE AUCTIONED SO 
THAT GOP COULD FILE CLAIMS IN EVENT SHIPOWNERS OWED MONEY TO 
GOP. PANAMANIANS THEREFORE, HAD PREVIOUSLY TAKEN OFFICIAL NOTE 
OF PRACTICE OF SEIZING SHIPS IN CZ WATERS AS RESULT OF CIVIL 
SUIT AGAINST SHIP OR OWNERS AND HAD NOT PROTESTED THIS PRACTICE. 

IN FACT, BY FILING FOR CLAIMS, GOP IN A SENSE HAD PARTICIPATED 
IN PROCESS. 

DANIELS 
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